CHAP. xi.                        ETHICS.                                   23

truly good and wise, bears his fortunes as becomes him, and
from existing circumstances always performs the most noble
deeds; as we suppose that a good general uses the army he
has with him in the most warlike manner; and that the
shoemaker from the skins given him makes the most
beautiful shoe, and in the same manner all other artists,
But if so, the happy man can never become miserable j nor
yet will he be prosperous if he should fall into the calami-
ties of Priam; but he will not therefore be variable and
easily changed, for he will not be removed from happiness
either easily or by common misfortunes, but by great and
many; and out of these he cannot become again happy in a
short time; but if at all, in some long and perfect time,
having in the intervalk become possessed of great and noble
goods.

5. What then prevents our calling him happy, who ener^
gizes according to perfect virtue, and is sufficiently furnished
with external goods, not for a casual time, but through the
greater part of his life? or must we add, who will thus con-
tinue to live, and will die accordingly ? since the future is
invisible to us, and we have laid down happiness to be an
end, and wholly perfect. But if this be .the case, we will
pronounce those among the living blessed,, who have and will
have the qualities we have mentioned, but still we must call
them blessed as men. And let so much be explained concern-
ing these things.

CHAP. XI.

How far the dead are concerned in the fortunes of their
descendants.

1. THAT the fortunes of descendants and of all friends should
not in any degree affect us, appears a very unfriendly doctrine,
and contrary to the opinions of all men* Now the events
of life being many, and having various distinctions, and
some affecting us more, some less, it appears a long and

fc Or Iv KVVU may mean within himself.